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Welcome to Athens State University! 
This advising guide is for students who are pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in English Language Arts with a minor in Secondary Education. This is a Class B teaching certification program. Students in this program plan to teach classes like English language arts, creative writing, theatre, or journalism, at the middle and/or high school level.
In DegreeWorks, you will see your major listed as “English/Language Arts Education” and your minor as “Education.” Your program will be listed as “Bachelor of Arts (Education, Lic & Cert).

You have three advisors that each play an important role:

· Success Coach: Your success coach is Ms. Casey Capps. She or a success coach like her will help you enroll in your first semester. She can also answer questions about transcripts or and credit transfers. 

· COAS Advisor: Your College of Arts & Sciences advisor, or English advisor, is Dr. Kimberly Jack. Her email is kimberly.jack@athens.edu. She can answer questions related to your major.

· COE Advisor: Your College of Education advisor is Dr. Patricia Elmore at patricia.elmore@athens.edu. She will be reaching out to you each semester to create and update a plan of study. You are encouraged to reach out to her with questions about important due dates and anything related to your minor. 
Note: This is not an online program. While many classes can be taken online, there are some synchronous, on-campus, and field requirements. Your advisors can provide information about how/when classes are offered. Your DegreeWorks also displays the classes you are required to complete.
	Classes are offered in variety of formats at Athens State University to help accommodate students. Here is a useful key:

	Online, Asynchronous or

Distance Learning
	The class runs asynchronously online.

	Online, Synchronous 
	The class runs synchronously online, meeting over a platform such as Zoom from week-to-week.

	Hy-Flex
	Students may participate on-campus, via Zoom, or asynchronously from week-to-week or students may participate on-campus or via Zoom from week-to-week. Differs by course, so be sure to check the class syllabus.

	Active-Flex
	Students may participate on-campus, via Zoom, or asynchronously from week-to-week. Active-Flex classes differ from Hy-Flex classes in that the course is designed so that the synchronous and asynchronous class experience is as identical as possible. 

	Blended
	There are on-campus or field requirements in the class and/or the class runs asynchronously online except for on scheduled dates for on-campus or Zoom meetings. Be sure to check the class’s syllabus. 

	Field Practicum or Internship
	The class will have field practicum hours or internship hours in which you are at a middle or high school placement.


There are 4 general education courses and 3 secondary courses you can take prior to being admitted into the Teacher Education Program (TEP) in the College of Education. The general education courses should be taken before the secondary courses.  

	The non-TEP general education courses (10 hours) are:

	ED 301
	Introduction to Teaching
	Online, Asynchronous

	ED 302
	Foundations of Education
	Online, Asynchronous

	ED 305
	Technology and Media in Education
	Online, Asynchronous
Active-Flex

	SE 301
	Introduction to Exceptional Learners 
	Blended, Includes 10 Hours of Field Experience

	* ED 301 and ED 302 should be taken your first semester at Athens State. These courses are pre-requisites for SC 333, SC 331, and SC 400.

* ED 301, ED 302, SE 301 and all secondary (SC) courses must be taken at Athens State. 


	The non-TEP secondary education courses (7 hours) are:

	SC 333
	Teaching Reading and Writing in the Content Areas
	Hy-Flex (Fall)

Online, Asynchronous (Spring, Summer)

	SC 331
	Classroom Management in Secondary Education
	Online, Asynchronous (Fall, Spring, Summer)

	SC 400*
	Field Experience Practicum I
	Blended, Includes 100 Hours of Field Experience at a middle school with 16 Hours Completed On-Campus (Spring)

	* SC 400 is a prerequisite for SC 401: Field Practicum II.

* All secondary (SC) courses must be taken at Athens State.


Teacher Education Program (TEP)
Entry into Teacher Education Program (TEP) is an important step towards your degree completion. There are several requirements you must meet before you are eligible to apply for TEP. These requirements are listed at the top of your DegreeWorks as well as here:

	TEP Requirements

	#
	Requirement
	What Does this Mean?

	1.
	All General Education courses on the plan of study specific to the student’s degree must be completed with a grade of ‘C’ or higher. All transcripts must be on file with the Records of Office, and all transfer coursework must appear on the Athens State transcript in Banner.
	All of your general education or 100/200 level courses must be on file with Athens State and passed with a ‘C’, including any courses you’ve taken as substitutions. These are Areas I-IV in DegreeWorks.

	2.
	All Major Prerequisite (Pre-Professional) courses must be completed with a grade of ‘C’ or higher. All transcripts must be on file with the Records Office, and all transfer coursework must appear on the Athens State transcript in Banner. 
	All of your general College of Arts & Sciences courses must be on file with Athens State and passed with a ‘C’, including any courses you’ve taken as substitutions. These are under Area V in DegreeWorks. 

	3.
	Completion of 2 Professional Studies courses with a ‘C’ or higher. A 2.75 GPA minimum in all completed Professional Studies courses.
	You must have completed two classes from your College of Education minor with a ‘C’ or higher and have at least a 2.75 GPA for all courses taken for your minor. 

	4.
	Completion of 2 Courses in ELA major with a ‘C’ or higher. A 2.75 GPA minimum in all completed ELA major courses.
	You must have completed two classes from your College of Arts & Sciences major with a ‘C’ or higher and have at least a 2.75 GPA for all courses taken for your major.

	5.
	Fingerprinting Completed and Cleared
	Contact sharron.woods@athens.edu for more information.

	6.
	Negative TB Test results on file in the Certification Office.
	Contact sharron.woods@athens.edu for more information.

	7.
	3 Days of Field Experience Completed.
	This is completed during SE 301.

	8.
	TEP Interview Completed
	This is scheduled and completed with Dr. Patricia Elmore once you have met #1-7 of this list.

	9.
	Approved for TEP by the College of Education.
	This is completed by COE once you have completed #1-8 of this list.


Once you are in TEP, you will be able to register for TEP courses and internship. You must maintain all TEP requirements, including GPA, to remain in TEP.
	The TEP secondary education classes (7 hours) are:

	SC 362
	Assessment and Evaluation in Secondary Education
	Online, Asynchronous (Fall, Spring, Summer)

	EH 457
	Materials and Methods of Teaching English
	Online, Asynchronous (Summer)

Hy-Flex (Fall)

	SC 401*
	Field Experience Practicum II
	Blended, Includes 100 Hours of Field Experience at a high school with 16 Hours Completed On-Campus (Fall)

	* All secondary (SC) courses must be taken at Athens State.


Required Testing
A requirement for secondary certification is the PRAXIS II Content Test. Every student is required to pass the PRAXIS II Content Test, a test in their content area (i.e., what you want to teach) prior to internship. A passing score on this test is also required for certification in the state of Alabama. This test should be taken during your third or fourth semester at Athens State. There are study materials available and Secondary ELA offers a workshop in the Fall and Spring semesters. Without a passing score on this test, you cannot intern or be certified in Alabama. You will sign up at www.est.org/praxis when you are ready. It is recommended that you take the test at a testing site (not at home). 
	Secondary ELA Praxis II Content Test Information

	Content Area
	Code
	Current Pass Score

	English
	5038
	167


Internship

Once you have completed all of your course work and have passed the Praxis II Content Test, you are ready for internship (student teaching). You may take one content course, with approval, during internship (although this is not recommended). No courses may be taken after internship (i.e., intern in the spring and finish course work and graduate in summer). The internship course SC 486 will be 4, 6, 9, or 12 hours. Each internship will be exactly the same; the difference in hours is due to students needing financial aid.
edTPA
Another requirement for secondary certification is edTPA. edTPA is a nationally available performance-based assessment that measures novice teacher’s readiness to teach. This State-required assessment is designed with a focus on student learning and principles from research and theory. All pre-service teachers will be required to submit an official edTPA portfolio, which is completed during internship. A passing score of 37 overall is required in order to receive licensure and certification. All pre-service teachers completing edTPA will be provided guidance and support from Athens State before and during the edTPA completion. 
Suggested Plans of Study
The following charts outline suggested semesters and classes to take courses so help you stay on track for graduation. Note that some classes are perquisites of others, and some are only offered in specific semesters. Meet with your COE advisor, Dr. Patricia Elmore, every semester to create and update a Plan of Study that includes all of your required classes and important dates. Note: “General education” courses refer to Areas I-IV on your DegreeWorks. “Pre-professional” refers to Area V. “Content specific” refers to your major English/Language Arts Education (6-12) courses.
	Fall Admission

	1st Fall Semester
	1st Spring Semester
	1st Summer Semester

	· ED 301 (1hr)

· ED 302 (3hr)

· SE 301 (3hr, includes field experience)

· UNV 300 (3hr)

· PS 334 (3hr - only take if haven’t taken PSY 210) or any missing general education and pre-professional course (3hr)

	· ED 305 (3hr)
· SC 333 (3hr)

· SC 400 (1hr, includes field experience)
· Complete any missing general education, pre-professional, or content specific courses (3-6hr)
	· SC 331 (3hr)
· Complete any missing general education, pre-professional, or content specific courses (3-9hr)

· Interview and Apply for TEP

· Take the Praxis (code 5038)

	2nd Fall Semester
	2nd Spring Semester
	* This is a general, suggested course schedule for all secondary education majors. Each student should contact his/her content advisor for advice regarding content courses. Completion of the program following this schedule will be dependent on successful course completion, transfer credits, and completion of state department certification requirements.

	· SC 362 (3hr)
· EH 457 (3hr)
· SC 401 (1hr, includes field experience)

· Complete any specific content courses needed (3-6hr)


	· SC 486 (4-12hr) 
· Only 1 content course can be taken with internship, but this is not recommended


	


	Spring Admission

	1st Spring Semester
	1st Summer Semester
	1st Fall Semester

	· ED 301 (1hr)

· ED 302 (3hr)

· SE 301 (3hr, includes field experience)

· UNV 300 (3hr)

· PS 334 (3hr - only take if haven’t taken PSY 210) or any missing general education and pre-professional course (3hr)

	· ED 305 (3hr)

· Complete any missing general education, pre-professional, or content specific courses (3-9hr)

	· SC 331 (3hr)

· Complete any missing general education, pre-professional, or content specific courses (3-9hr)

· Take the Praxis (code 5038)

	2nd Spring Semester
	2nd Summer Semester
	2nd Fall Semester

	· SC 333 (3hr)

· SC 400 (1hr, includes field experience)

· Complete any missing general education, pre-professional, or content specific courses (3-8hr)
· Interview and Apply for TEP

	· SC 362 (3hr)
· Complete any specific content courses needed (3-9hr)


	· EH 457 (3hr)

· SC 401 (1hr, includes field experience)

· Complete any specific content courses needed (3-8hr)



	3rd Spring Semester
	* This is a general, suggested course schedule for all secondary education majors. Each student should contact his/ her content advisor for advice regarding content courses. Completion of the program following this schedule will be dependent on successful course completion, transfer credits, and completion of state department certification requirements

	· SC 486 (4-12hr) 

· Only 1 content course can be taken with internship, but this is not recommended


	


	Summer Admission

	1st Summer Semester
	1st Fall Semester
	1st Spring Semester

	· ED 301 (1hr)

· ED 302 (3hr)
· UNV 300 (3hr)

· PS 334 (3hr - only take if haven’t taken PSY 210) or any missing general education and pre-professional course (3-6hr)
	· SE 301 (3hr, includes field experience)
· ED 305 (3hr)

· Complete any missing general education, pre-professional, or content specific courses (3-6hr)

	· SC 333 (3hr)

· SC 400 (1hr, includes field experience)

· Complete any missing general education, pre-professional, or content specific courses (3-9hr)

· Interview and Apply for TEP
· Take the Praxis (code 5038)


	2nd Summer Semester
	2nd Fall Semester
	2nd Spring Semester

	· SC 362 (3hr)
· SC 331 (3hr)
· Complete any specific content courses needed (3-6hr)


	· EH 457 (3hr)

· SC 401 (1hr, includes field experience)

· Complete any specific content courses needed (3-8hr)

	· SC 486 (4-12hr) 

· Only 1 content course can be taken with internship, but this is not recommended

	* This is a general, suggested course schedule for all secondary education majors. Each student should contact his/ her content advisor for advice regarding content courses. Completion of the program following this schedule will be dependent on successful course completion, transfer credits, and completion of state department certification requirements.


Important Reminders:

· There is some flexibility in these proposed schedules. Please work with both your education advisor and content advisor to ensure timely program completion. 

· SC 400 Practicum I will only be offered during the Spring Semester. 

· SC 401 Practicum II will only be offered during the Fall Semester.

· Completing the secondary education program depends on the maintenance of a 2.75 GPA and meeting all other COE and ALSDE requirements.
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