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Offi ce of External Affairs

256-233-8126
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Athens State does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, religion, age, or 

disability in employment or the provision of services.



A Message from the President

Greetings from Athens State University.

When I fi rst came to campus in August of 2008, one of my initial 
fi ndings was that Athens State’s faculty stands alone in offering 
a diverse consortium of experts for north Alabama and beyond.  
From obscure ancient history to modern day situations, more than 
likely one of our faculty members is au currant with knowledge on 
any subject that may surface.

These experts are not only available to our students, but to our 
extended community family and, of course, the local and state 
media.  I am proud of our faculty’s accomplishments and more 
than pleased to offer their services to you.

The 2009 edition of the Source Book has been compiled to 
showcase the diversity of our faculty.  Feel free to contact those 
listed directly, and if you have a question regarding a subject not 
listed, please don’t hesitate to contact my offi ce and we will do our 
best to identify a knowledgeable spokesperson.

Thank you for your support and interest in Athens State University.

     Robert K. Glenn
     President



Institutional History 

Athens State University is the oldest 
institution of higher education 
in Alabama ‘s state educational 
system. The Institution was founded 
in 1822 by local citizens who 
purchased fi ve acres of land, erected 
a building, and began Athens 
Female Academy . Ownership of 
the school was transferred in 1842 
to the Tennessee Conference of the 
Methodist Church . With the birth 
of the North Alabama Conference 
of the Methodist Church in 1870, 
the Institution came under the 
jurisdiction of that body.

On May 10, 1974 , the Board of Trustees requested from the North 
Alabama Conference of the United Methodist Church that the 
Institution seek affi liation with the State of Alabama . The conference, 
at its annual meeting in June 1974, gave the Board of Trustees this 
permission and authorized the transfer of the Institution to the State 
of Alabama .

In June 1975, the Institution was accepted by the Alabama State Board 
of Education subject to the appropriation of operating funds by the 
Alabama Legislature. Later that year, the Legislature appropriated 
funds for the operation of the Institution to serve the graduates of 
state junior, community, and technical colleges/institutes.

The institution’s name has changed several times in its 180+ year 
history, following adjustments in purpose and governance. Athens 
Female Academy , upon transfer to the Tennessee Conference of the 
Methodist Church in 1842, became Athens Female Institute. Then 
in 1889 after having been transferred to the newly formed North 
Alabama conference, the College was known as Athens Female 



College . In 1931, the College became co-educational and was known 
as Athens College . In 1975, when the institution became part of 
the state educational system, it was renamed Athens State College, 
marking the initiation of an era of increased opportunity for service. 
In 1998, a bill was passed by the legislature to rename the College to 
Athens State University . The long history of service by the University 
is the foundation upon which the future of the University rests.

Accreditation 

Athens State University is accredited by the Commission on 
Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, 
(1866 Southern Lane, Decatur , Georgia , 30033-4097; Telephone 
Number 404 679-4501). The institution awards the baccalaureate 
degree.

The College of Education at Athens State University is accredited 
by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education 
(NCATE), 2010 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Suite 500 , 
Washington , D.C. , 20036 , Phone (202) 466-7496

The College of Business , is nationally accredited by the 
Association of Collegiate Business Schools and Programs. The 
College offers the Bachelor of Science with majors in Accounting, 
Human Resource Management, Management, and Management, 
and Management of Technology.

Athens State University is approved by the Alabama State 
Department of Education for the training of elementary, 
secondary, and post secondary school teachers. The Alabama State 
Department of Education is a member of the National Association 
of State Directors of Teachers Education Certifi cation.



Executive Administration

Dr. Robert K. Glenn, President

Denver Betts, Vice President 
for  Academic Affairs

Doug Clark, Vice President 
for Financial Affairs

John King, Vice President 
for Student Affairs

Rick Mould, Vice President 
for University Advancement

Who we are...

Athens State University
300 North Beaty Street
Athens, Alabama 35611

256-233-8100



Academic Opportunity 
Athens State offers a wide variety of college majors to prepare 

students for the challenges of the workplace. 

Degrees Offered

College of Arts and Sciences 

Art 
Behavioral Science 

Biology 
Biology Teacher Licensure Track

Chemistry 
Chemistry Teacher Licensure Track

Computer Information Systems Option
Computer Networking Option

Computer Science 
English 

English Teacher Licensure Track
General Science

General Science Teacher Licensure Track
Health Science 

Health and Wellness Management
Health and Wellness Management Teacher Licensure Track

History
History Teacher Licensure Track 

Justice Studies 
Liberal Studies 
Mathematics

Mathematics Teacher Licensure Track
Political Science 

Psychology
Public Safety and Health Administration

Religion 
Social Science

Social Science Teacher Licensure Track
Sociology



College of Business 

Accounting 
Human Resources Management 

Management 
Management of Technology 

   Minors:
   Aviation Management
   Contract Management

   Health Care Management
    Human Resources Management

    Information Systems Management
    Marketing

 Small Business / Entrepreneurship 

College of Education 

Career/Technical Education 
- Class B Certifi cation) 

- Post Secondary Education (Non-Certifi cation) 
- Military Instructor/Staff Development (Non-Certifi cation) 

Early Childhood Education P-3 
Elementary Education K-6

Health Education 6-12
Physical Education P-12

Special Education
- Collaborative Teacher K-6
- Collaborative Teacher 6-12 



A

Abraham Lincoln

Dr. Al Elmore
Professor and Chair, Department of English
256-233-8172
Al.Elmore@athens.edu

Alfred Adler, The Individual Psychology of  

Dr. Robert K. Glenn 
President
256-233-8200
Bob.Glenn@athens.edu

ADHD Child

Dr. Patricia Kuby
Associate Professor of Education
256-233-6503
Patricia.Kuby@athens.edu

Alabama Government and Politics

Dr. Jess Brown
Professor of Government and Public Affairs
256-233-8228
Jess.Brown@athens.edu

American Disabilities Act

Dr. Debbie Ferguson
Assistant Professor of Education
256-233-6557
Debbie.Ferguson@athens.edu



American Revolution / Founding

Dr. Sean Busick
Assistant Professor of History
256- 216-6652
Sean.Busick@athens.edu

Antique Clock / Watch Collecting / Repairing

Dr. Bill Wilkes
Professor of Economics
256-233-8191
Bill.Wilkes@athens.edu

Applying to Law School

Dr. Mark Anderson
Professor of International Business and Law
256-233-8148
Mark.Anderson@athens.edu

Art History

Dr. Pamela Keller
Professor of Art
256-233-8232
Pamela.Keller@athens.edu

Astronomy

Dr. Greg Holliday
Professor of Physics and General Science
256-233-8256
Greg.Holliday@athens.edu



B

Ballroom Dance Instruction

Dr. Yvette Bolen
Associate Professor of Physical Education
256-233-8276
Yvette.Bolen@athens.edu

Biblical Studies / Hebrew Bible

Dr. Tony Moyers
Assistant Professor of Religion and Philosophy
256-233-6514
Tony.Moyers@athens.edu

Biology

Dr. Chris Otto
Professor of Biology
256-233-8255
Chris.Otto@athens.edu

Biology, Molecular

Dr. Chris Otto
Professor of Biology
256-233-8255
Chris.Otto@athens.edu

Business Managerial Communication

Professor Jackie Smith
Assistant Professor of Management
216-6649
Jackie.Smith@athens.edu



C

Children with Disabilities:  Parenting and Sibling Issues

Dr. Janet Woody-Dorning
Assistant Professor of Psychology
256-233-8168
Janet.Dorning@athens.edu

China and Chinese Business

Dr. Mark Anderson
Professor of International Business and Law
256-233-8148
Mark.Anderson@athens.edu

Civil War

Dr. Sean Busick
Assistant Professor of History
256- 216-6652
Sean.Busick@athens.edu

Computer Aided Educational Instruction

Dr. Rosemary Hodges
Assistant Professor of Elementary Education
256-233-8108
Rosemary.Hodges@athens.edu

Computer Science

Professor Dave Fitzsimmons
Assistant Professor of Computer Networking
256-233-8196
Dave.Fitzsimmons@athens.edu



Computers and Media

Dr. Joe Brasher
Professor of Education
256-233-8260
Joe.Brasher@athens.edu

Computers, Client / Service Computing

Dr. Lisa Rich
Associate Professor of Computer Science
256-233-8156
Lisa.Rich@athens.edu

Constitutional Law and Civil liberties

Dr. Jess Brown
Professor of Political Science
256-233-8228
Jess.Brown@athens.edu

Contemporary Poetry

Dr. Kevin Dupre
Assistant Professor of English
256-233-6528
Joseph.Dupre@athens.edu

Corporate Financial Consolidations

Professor Stacie Hughes
Assistant Professor of Accounting
256-233-6543
Stacie.Hughes@athens.edu



Covey’s 7 Habits of Highly Effective People

Dr. Robert K. Glenn 
President
256-233-8200
Bob.Glenn@athens.edu

Critical Literacy / Reader Response Theory

Dr. Kevin Dupre
Assistant Professor of Education
256-233-6528
Joseph.Dupre@athens.edu 

Critical Pedagogy

Dr. Prentice Chandler
Assistant Professor of Secondary Education / Social Studies
256-233-8262
Prentice.Chandler@athens.edu

D

Distance Learning

Professor Michael N. Gibson
Assistant Professor of MIS
Coordinator of Center for Instructional Technology
256-216-3338
Michael.Gibson@athens.edu

Drama / Acting

Dr. Al Elmore
Professor and Chair, Department of English
256-233-8172
Al.Elmore@athens.edu



Drug Dependency and Abuse

Dr. Frazier Douglass
Professor of Psychology
256-233-8230
Frazier.Douglass@athens.edu

E

Early Childhood Education

Dr. Melissa Werner
Assistant Professor of Early Childhood Education
205-706-5566
Melissa.Werner@athens.edu

Early Modern England and Europe

Dr. Ronald Fritze
Professor of History and Dean of Arts and Sciences
256-233-8184
Ron.Fritze@athens.edu

Earth Science

Dr. Greg Holliday
Professor of Physics and General Science
256-233-8256
Greg.Holliday@athens.edu

Economics, International Trade Issues

Dr. Bill Wilkes
Professor of Economics
256-233-8191
Bill.Wilkes@athens.edu



Education, Development Assessment

Dr. Katherine Buck
Assistant Professor of Education
256-233-8290
Katherine.Buck@athens.edu

Dr. Wendy Cowan
Assistant Professor of Health and Physical Education 
256-216-3313
Wendy.Cowan@athens.edu

Education, Disabilities

Dr. Katherine Buck
Assistant Professor of Education
256-233-8290
Katherine.Buck@athens.edu

Education, Early Childhood

Dr. Amanda Branscombe
Assistant Professor of Education
256-233-8183
Amanda.Branscombe@athens.edu

Education, Elementary

Dr. Cathy Woodruff
Assistant Professor of Education
256-233-8258
Cathy.Woodruff@athens.edu

Dr. Beth McCulloch Vinson
Assistant Professor of Education
233-6562
Beth.Vinson@athens.edu



Education, History

Dr. Prentice Chandler
Assistant Professor of Secondary Education / Social Studies
256-233-8262
Prentice.Chandler@athens.edu

Education, Mathematics

Dr. Tina Sloan
Associate Professor of Education
256-233-8263
Tina.Sloan@athens.edu

Education, Physical
 
Dr. Yvette Bolen
Associate Professor of Health and Physical Education
256-233-8276
Yvette.Bolen@athens.edu

Dr. Wendy Cowan
Assistant Professor of Health and Physical Education 
256-216-3313
Wendy.Cowan@athens.edu

Education, Special

Dr. Debbie Ferguson
Assistant Professor of Education
256-233-6557
Debbie.Ferguson@athens.edu



Education, Technology Applications

Dr. Beth McCulloch Vinson
Assistant Professor of Education
256-233-6562
Beth.Vinson@athens.edu

Dr. Wendy Cowan
Assistant Professor of Health and Physical Education 
256-216-3313
Wendy.Cowan@athens.edu

Educational Diagnostics

Dr. Katherine Buck
Assistant Professor of Education
256-233-8290
Katherine.Buck@athens.edu

Educational Foundations

Dr. Prentice Chandler
Assistant Professor of Secondary Education / Social Studies
256-233-8262
Prentice.Chandler@athens.edu

Egypt

Dr. Mark Anderson
Professor of International Business and Law
256-233-8148
Mark.Anderson@athens.edu



Elections, Public Opinion

Dr. Jess Brown
Professor of Political Science
256-233-8228
Jess.Brown@athens.edu

English, High School Level

Dr. Kevin Dupre
Assistant Professor of English
256-233-6528
Joseph.Dupre@athens.edu

English Language Learning

Professor Lisa Hyde
Assistant Professor of Elementary Education
256-233-8173
Lisa.Hyde@athens.edu

Entrepreneurship, Business Development

Dr. Brenda Harper
Assistant Professor of Business
256-233-8246
Brenda.Harper@athens.edu 

F

Famous and Historic Trees on Athens State University Campus

Dr. Tim Jones
Professor of Justice Studies and Public Safety Administration
256-233-8293
Tim.Jones@athens.edu



Finance, Managerial

Dr. LaDoris Baugh
Assistant Professor of Business Administration
256-233-8231
LaDoris.Baugh@athens.edu

Mr. Michael Essary
Assistant Professor of Management of Technology
256-318-1860
Michael.Essery@athens.edu

Financial Accounting

Professor Stacie Hughes
Assistant Professor of Accounting
256-233-6543
Stacie.Hughes@athens.edu

Fine Arts

Dr. Pamela Keller
Professor of Art
256-233-8232
Pamela.Keller@athens.edu

Fire Service Management, Organization, and Service Delivery

Professor Dave Erwin
Assistant Professor of Public Safety and Health Administration
256-233-6510
Dave.Erwin@athens.edu



Fitzgerald, F. Scott

Dr. Al Elmore
Professor and Chair, Department of English
256-233-8172
Al.Elmore@athens.edu

Foreign Policy, American

Dr. Harry Joiner
Professor of Political Science
256-233-8291
Harry.Joiner@athens.edu

H

Hawthorne, Nathaniel

Dr. Bebe Shaw
Associate Professor of English
256-233-8273
Bebe.Shaw@athens.edu

Health Advising

Dr. Charles Chapman
Professor of Biology
256-233-8214
Charles.Chapman@athens.edu

Healthcare Business Consulting

Professor Laura Lynn Kerner
Assistant Professor of Management
256-216-3645
Laura.Kerner@athens.edu



Healthcare Management

Professor Laura Lynn Kerner
Assistant Professor of Management
256-216-3645
Laura.Kerner@athens.edu

History, Alabama

Dr. Harry Joiner
Professor of Political Science
256-233-8291
Harry.Joiner@athens.edu

Higher Education Issues

Dr. Robert K. Glenn 
President
256-233-8200
Bob.Glenn@athens.edu

History, Exploration Fifteenth through Seventeenth Centuries

Dr. Ronald Fritze
Professor of History and Dean of Arts and Sciences
256-233-8184
Ron.Fritze@athens.edu

Holocaust Denail

Dr. Ronald Fritze
Professor of History and Dean of Arts and Sciences
256-233-8184
Ron.Fritze@athens.edu



Holmes, Sherlock

Dr. Robert K. Glenn 
President
256-233-8200
Bob.Glenn@athens.edu

Human Resources Management

Professor Dave Erwin
Assistant Professor of Public Safety and Health Administration
256-233-6510
Dave.Erwin@athens.edu

Dr. Linda Shonesy
Professor of Business
256-233-8174
Linda.Shonesy@athens.edu

I

Instructional Technology 

Professor Michael N. Gibson
Assistant Professor of MIS
Coordinator of Center for Instructional Technology
256-216-3338
Michael.Gibson@athens.edu

International Business

Dr. Mark Anderson
Professor of International Business and Law
256-233-8148
Mark.Anderson@athens.edu



Instructional Technologies

Dr. Wendy Cowan
Assistant Professor of Health and Physical Education 
256-216-3313
Wendy.Cowan@athens.edu

L 

Labor Arbitration

Dr. Bryan Kennedy
Professor of Management and Psychology
256-233-8259
Bryan.Kennedy@athens.edu

Labor – Management Relations

Dr. David Nye
Professor of Management
256-233-8280
David.Nye@athens.edu

Law Enforcement, Community Policing

Dr. Tim Jones
Professor of Justice Studies and Public Safety Administration
256-233-8293
Tim.Jones@athens.edu

Law Enforcement, History of Alabama

Dr. Tim Jones
Professor of Justice Studies and Public Safety Administration
256-233-8293
Tim.Jones@athens.edu



Law Enforcement, Police Ethics

Dr. Tim Jones
Professor of Justice Studies and Public Safety Administration
256-233-8293
Tim.Jones@athens.edu

Library Administration

Dr. Robert Burkhardt
Director of Library / Associate Professor of Bibliography
256-233-6548
Robert.Burkhardt@athens.edu

Lincoln, Abraham

Dr. Al Elmore
Professor and Chair, Department of English
256-233-8172
Al.Elmore@athens.edu

M

Management

Professor LaDoris Baugh
Assistant Professor of Administration
256-233-8121
LaDoris.Baugh@athens.edu

Dr. Bill Wilkes
Professor of Economics
256-233-8191
Bill.Wilkes@athens.edu



Dr. Jim Kerner
Assistant Professor of Management
256-216-3312
Jim.Kerner@athens.edu

Management, Internet and Software Development Companies

Professor Laura Lynn Kerner
Assistant Professor of Management
256-216-3645
Laura.Kerner@athens.edu

Management, Inventory and Total Quality

Mr. Michael Essary
Assistant Professor of Management of Technology
256-318-1860
Michael.Essery@athens.edu

Marketing and Public Relations

Professor Laura Lynn Kerner
Assistant Professor of Management
256-216-3645
Laura.Kerner@athens.edu

Mathematics

Dr. Ronald Merritt
Assistant Professor of Mathematics
256-233-6584
Ronald.Merritt@athens.edu



Mathematics Anxiety

Dr. Tina Sloan
Associate Professor of Education
256-233-8263
Tina.Sloan@athens.edu

Mathematics, Standard for K-12 Classroom

Dr. Dorothy Gasbarro
Assistant Professor of Mathematics
256-233-8236
Dorothy.Gasbarro@athens.edu

Mathematics, Hands-On Teaching

Dr. Beth McCulloch Vinson
Assistant Professor of Elementary Education
256-233-6562
Beth.Vinson@athens.edu

Military Deployment Issues

Dr. Melissa Werner
Assistant Professor of Early Childhood Education
205-706-5566
Melissa.Werner@athens.edu

Motivation Therapy

Dr. Wendy Cowan
Assistant Professor of Health and Physical Education 
256-216-3313
Wendy.Cowan@athens.edu



N

Nathaniel Hawthorne

Dr. Bebe Shaw
Associate Professor of English
256-233-8273
Bebe.Shaw@athens.edu

Natural History

Dr. Chris Otto
Professor of Biology
256-233-8255
Chris.Otto@athens.edu

Networking

Professor Dave Fitzsimmons
Assistant Professor of Computer Networking
256-233-8196
Dave.Fitzsimmons@athens.edu

O

Organizational Behavior

Dr. Bryan Kennedy
Professor of Management and Psychology
256-233-8259
Bryan.Kennedy@athens.edu



Organizational / Industrial Psychology

Dr. Bryan Kennedy
Professor of Management and Psychology
256-233-8259
Bryan.Kennedy@athens.edu

P

Parenting Issues

Dr. Robert K. Glenn 
President
256-233-8200
Bob.Glenn@athens.edu

Pedagogy and Research

Dr. Yvette Bolen
Associate Professor of Physical Education
256-233-8276
Yvette.Bolen@athens.edu

Dr. Prentice Chandler
Assistant Professor of Secondary Education / Social Studies
256-233-8262
Prentice.Chandler@athens.edu

Dr. Wendy Cowan
Assistant Professor of Health and Physical Education 
256-216-3313
Wendy.Cowan@athens.edu



Personality Styles, Understanding

Dr. Beth McCulloch Vinson
Assistant Professor of Elementary Education
256-233-6562
Beth.Vinson@athens.edu

Personnel Issues

Dr. David Nye
Professor of Management
256-233-8280
David.Nye@athens.edu

Physics

Dr. Greg Holliday
Professor of Physics and General Science
256-233-8256
Greg.Holliday@athens.edu

Pseudohistory and Pseudoscience

Dr. Ronald Fritze
Professor of History and Dean of Arts and Sciences
256-233-8184
Ron.Fritze@athens.edu

Psychology, Adolescent

Dr. Mark Durm
Professor of Psychology
256-233-8281
Mark.Durm@athens.edu



Psychology, Development

Dr. Janet Woody-Dorning
Assistant Professor of History
256-233-8168
Janet.Dorning@athens.edu

Psychology, Social

Dr. Susan Owen
Associate Professor of Psychology
256-233-6556
Susan.Owen@athens.edu

Public Administration

Professor Dave Erwin
Assistant Professor of Public Safety and Health Administration
256-233-6510
Dave.Erwin@athens.edu

R

Relationships and Relationship Violence

Dr. Frazier Douglass
Professor of Psychology
256-233-8230
Frazier.Douglass@athens.edu

Reading / Language Arts

Dr. Cathy Woodruf
Assistant Professor of Education
256-233-8258
Cathy.Woodruf@athens.edu



Reading Methodology

Dr. Robert Burkhardt
Director of Library / Associate Professor of Bibliography
256-233-6548
Robert.Burkhardt@athens.edu

S

Schizophrenia and Mental Illness

Dr. Frazier Douglass
Professor of Psychology
256-233-8230
Frazier.Douglass@athens.edu

Secondary Education / English

Dr. Kevin Dupre
Assistant Professor of Education
256-233-6528
Kevin.Dupre@athens.edu

Secondary Education /History, Social Studies, Race Studies

Dr. Prentice Chandler
Assistant Professor of Secondary Education / Social Studies
256-233-8262
Prentice.Chandler@athens.edu

Section 504

Dr. Debbie Ferguson
Assistant Professor of Education
256-233-6557
Debbie.Ferguson@athens.edu



Service Learning

Dr. Rosemary Hodges
Assistant Professor of Elementary Education
256-233-8108
Rosemary.Hodges@athens.edu

Sherlock Holmes

Dr. Robert K. Glenn 
President
256-233-8200
Bob.Glenn@athens.edu

Skeptical, Critical and Logical Thinking

Dr. Mark Durm
Professor of Psychology
256-233-8281
Mark.Durm@athens.edu

Social Studies Education

Dr. Prentice Chandler
Assistant Professor of Secondary Education / Social Studies
256-233-8262
Prentice.Chandler@athens.edu

Southern History

Dr. Sean Busick
Assistant Professor of History
256- 216-6652
Sean.Busick@athens.edu



Special Education

Dr. Debbie Ferguson
Assistant Professor of Education
256-233-6557
Debbie.Ferguson@athens.edu

Sport Skill Instruction

Dr. Yvette Bolen
Associate Professor of Physical Education
256-233-8276
Yvette.Bolen@athens.edu

Sports Medicine

Dr. Bruce Thomas
Professor of Physical Education
256-233-8142
Bruce Thomas@athens.edu

State and Local Politics

Dr. Jess Brown
Professor of Political Science
256-233-8228
Jess.Brown@athens.edu

Strategic Management

Dr. Robert Gulbro
Dean, School of Business
256-233-8116
Robert.Gulbro@athens.edu



Stress Management

Dr. Bryan Kennedy
Professor of Management and Psychology
256-233-8259
Bryan.Kennedy@athens.edu

T

Technology – Integrative Technology Across the Curriculum

Dr. Joe Brasher
Professor of Education
256-233-8260
Joe.Brasher@athens.edu

Dr. Wendy Cowan
Assistant Professor of Health and Physical Education 
256-216-3313
Wendy.Cowan@athens.edu

Time Management

Dr. Robert K. Glenn 
President
256-233-8200
Bob.Glenn@athens.edu

W

Wellness / Health Fitness

Dr. Bruce Thomas
Professor of Physical Education
256-233-8142
Bruce.Thomas@athens.edu



Dr. Wendy Cowan
Assistant Professor of Health and Physical Education 
256-216-3313
Wendy.Cowan@athens.edu

Workshops and Seminars

Dr. Brenda Harper
Assistant Professor of Business
256-233-8246
Brenda.Harper@athens.edu

Y

Young Children’s Writing

Dr. Amanda Branscombe
Assistant Professor of Education
256-233-8183
Amanda.Branscombe@athens.edu

Youth Strength Training

Dr. Wendy Cowan
Assistant Professor of Health and Physical Education 
256-216-3313
Wendy.Cowan@athens.edu
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